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Hayes Sets New Course Record
It's official, on Sunday 9th July Tommy Hayes recorded a brilliant gross 63 in Round 2 of the
President's Bowl to set a new Ravenmeadow Golf Centre course record.
Hayes dream round included seven birdies, on the second, third, sixth,
twelfth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth, and ten pars. Ironically
the only ‘bad’ hole for Hayes came on the index eighteen fourteenth
when he succumbed to his only bogey of the day showing that even the
'easiest' of holes shouldn't be taken for granted!
Hayes was playing off his three handicap and returned net 60 to take the
win and the plaudits on the day but, as he hadn't participated in Round 1
of the competition, there would be no trophy just the glory on the day
and the knowledge that he currently holds the course record for the new
18 hole circuit.

Hayes, off two following his win, is currently
R&PPGC's lowest handicap amateur player and
surely knows our course more intimately than
anyone else.
This was definitely a great way to
put the to the test the course that he, to a great
degree, prepares for all of us to play on and enjoy
on a regular basis.
Well done Tommy – a great target set. Will it be
beaten? Probably, but maybe not for a while yet.
Now it's up to you Members to make a name for
yourself.
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Know Your Course
Which hole is this?

Tue 22nd Seniors Roll-Up
Wed 23rd Medal
Sat 26th Vice Presidents Cup
Sun 27th Sunday Roll-Up 17

June Winners & Results
Sat 3rd Martin Neath Memorial
Bob Wood (17), Dave Bradley (18),
Neil Harrison (17) & Geoff Edge
(23) 93 points

Tue 29th Seniors Roll-Up
Wed 30th Fun Event (TBC)
Book into Competitions via the PSI
Terminal or How Did I Do website.

Answer on Page 9

To enter a competition after the
closing
date or to cancel your entry please
contact :

August Competitions

Pro Shop

Tue 1st
Seniors
Championships

and

Veterans

Wed 2nd Ladies 9 Hole Eclectic Rnd 5
Wed 2
6

nd

Presidents Trophy Rnd 6 of

01905 757525
August Matches
Thu 10th Seniors (A) v Dudley
Sun 13th Handicap League (A) v
Bewdley Pines 1

Sat 5th Chairman's Cup
Sun 6th Sunday Medal Eclectic 5 of
11
Tue 8th Seniors Roll-Up

Sun 27th 17 – 24 League (A) v
Bromsgrove
Thu 31st Seniors (A) v Alexander Park

Wed 9th Fun Event (TBC)

Know Your Club Member

Sat 12th George Knight Cup Rnd 1 of
2

So, who's this then?

(top l to r) Bob Wood, Dave Bradley
(bottom l to r) Neil Harrison, Geoff Edge
– Winners – Martin Neath Memorial

Sun 4th Sunday Medal Eclectic 3 of
11
Scott Thomas (16) net 60

Sun 13th Sunday Roll-Up 15
Tue 15th Seniors Roll-Up
Wed 16th Greensomes
Wed 16th Ladies Stableford
Wed 16th Fred
Matchplay Final

Gough

Seniors

Thu 17th Midweek Stableford
Thu 19th George Knight Cup Rnd 2 of
2

Scott Thomas – Winner – Sunday Medal
Eclectic 3 of 11

Sun 20th Sunday Roll-Up 16
2

Tue 6th Seniors Annual Salver
Dick Cumming (28) net 65

Dick Cumming – Winner – Seniors Annual
Salver

Wed 7 Medal
Kieran Sherlock (13) net 61
th

Kieran Sherlock – Winner – Medal

Wed 7th Ladies 9 Hole Eclectic Rnd 3
Jane Rowland (28) 11 points

Jane Rowland – Winner – Ladies 9 Hole
Eclectic Rnd 3

Sat 10th Foursomes Shield
Ade Day & John Griffiths (8) net
64.0

(top) Ade Day, (bottom) John Griffiths Winners – Foursomes Shield

Wed 14th Medal
Norman Vernalls (16) net 62

Norman Vernalls – Winner – Medal

Wed 14th Rabbit Cup (24+ Hcp)
Mike Sanders (24) net 70

Mike Sanders – Winner – Rabbit Cup
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Wed 14th Pat Mills 2017
Jane Brinsford (23) 33 points

Jane Brinsford – Winner – Pat Mills 2017

Sat 17th Ladies 30+
Michelle George (32) net 66

Michelle George – Winner – Ladies 30+

Sat 17th Millennium Cup
David Brace (21) net 63

David Brace – Winner – Millennium Cup

Wed 21st Ladies Stableford
Sue Price (26) 31 points

Wed 28th Presidents Trophy Rnd 5 of
6
Mark Keeling (13) net 58

birdie!” So, just out of interest, here
are are few golfing terms explained
(extracts from internet pages) :

Golf :

Often believed to be an
acronym of Gentlemen Only Females
Forbidden the origin of the name of
our game, although not certain, is
thought to come for an ancient Middle
English (Scottish) word for 'Club'.
The first documented use of the word
'Golf'. The first documented mention
of the word 'golf' is in Edinburgh on
6th March 1457, when King James II
banned 'ye golf', in an attempt to
encourage archery practice, which
was being neglected.
Sue Price – Winner – Ladies Stableford

Wed 21st Presidents Trophy Rnd 4
Clive Brown (22) net 59

Par :

Mark Keeling – Winner – Presidents Trophy
Rnd 5

June Match Results
08th Seniors Match
R&PPGC (H) won 3½ - 2½
Alexander Park

v

11th 17 – 24 League
R&PPGC (A) lost 152 – 172 v Little
Lakes
18th Handicap League
R&PPGC (H) won 3½
Bewdley Pines A

- 2½

v

20th Seniors Match
R&PPGC (A) lost 5 - 1 v Sherdons
Clive Brown – Winner – Presidents Trophy
Rnd 4

Sat 24th Summer League Rnd 4 of 7
George Postans (20) net 65

24th Handicap League
R&PPGC (H) lost 3½ - 2½
Vale

v The

25th 17 – 24 League
R&PPGC (A) lost 183 – 150 v
Bewdley Pines

Where Did That Come From?

George Postans – Winner – Summer League
Rnd 4

Our very own Leeanne recently
asked the question, “Why is it called a
4

Par is derived from the stock
exchange term that a stock may be
above or below its normal or 'par'
figure. In 1870, Mr A H Doleman, a
golf
writer,
asked
the
golf
professionals David Strath and
James Anderson, what score would
win 'The Belt', then the winning trophy
for 'The Open', at Prestwick, where it
was first held annually from 1861 to
1870. Strath and Anderson said that
perfect play should produce a score
of 49 for Prestwick's twelve holes. Mr
Doleman called this 'par' for
Prestwick and subsequently Young
Tom Morris won with a score of two
strokes 'over par' for the three rounds
of 36 holes.
Although the first noted use of the
word "par" in golf was in Britain and
predates the bogey, today's rating
system does not and the par standard
was not further developed until later.
It was the Ladies Golf Association,
who, from 1893, began to develop a
national handicapping system for

women. It was largely in place by the
end of the Century. The Men's
association,
founded
in
1894,
followed suit a few year's later.
In 1911, the United States Golf
Association (Men) of the day laid
down the following very modern
distances for determining par:
Up to 225 yards – Par 3
225 to 425 yards – Par 4
426 to 600 – Par 5
Over 601 – Par 6
As golf developed, scores were
coming down, but many old British
courses did not adjust their courses
or their bogey scores, which meant
good golfers and all the professionals
were achieving lower than a bogey
score. This meant the US had an upto-date national standard of distances
for holes, while the British bogey
ratings were determined by each club
and were no longer appropriate for
professionals. The Americans began
referring to one over par as a bogey,
much to the British chagrin.
By 1914, British golf magazines were
agitating for a ratings system similar
to the US. However the Great War
1914-18 intervened and it was not
until 1925 that a Golf Unions' Joint
Advisory Committee of the British
Isles was formed to assign Standard
Scratch Scores (SSS), to golf courses
in Great Britain and Ireland. Today,
this committee is known as the
Council of National Golf Unions
(CONGU). It is the Golf Unions of
each country (and not the Royal and
Ancient) who determine pars and
handicaps.

term
“bird”,
meaning
anything
excellent. The September 1911
edition
of
Maclean
Magazine
described a golf shot as - “bird”
straight down the course, about two
hundred and fifteen yards.'
The Country Club in Atlantic City lay
claim to the first use of the word
'birdie' itself, as mentioned on the
USGA website. In 1962 the US
greenkeepers' magazine reported a
conversation with A B Smith. He
recounted that, in 1898/9, he and his
brother, William P Smith, and their
friend, George A Crump, who later
built Pine Valley, were playing the
par-four second hole at Atlantic City,
when Ab Smith's second shot went
within inches of the hole. Smith said
"That was a bird of shot" and claimed
he should get double money if he
won with one under par, which was
agreed. He duly holed his putt to win
with one under par and the three of
them thereafter referred to such a
score as a "birdie". The Atlantic City
Club date the event to 1903.
By 1913, the term had crossed the
Atlantic and Bernard Darwin writing in
the September 1913 issue of Country
Life of a visit to the USA said, "It
takes a day or two for the English
onlooker to understand that ... a
'birdie' is a hole done in a stroke
under par."

Eagle :

By 1919 the term was being
introduced to Britain, as when Mr H D
Gaunt explained the use of 'birdie'
and 'eagle' that he had come across
in Canada. For many years, eagle
was always introduced as an
American term, as in 1922 when
Cecil (Cecilia) Leitch described a putt
for a 3 on a par-5 hole as 'securing
what is known in American golfing
parlance as an "eagle”

Albatross :

(Note : I couldn't find a suitable picture
depicting an albatross so I put this guy here –
he might very well be called Albert Ross! Who
Knows?)

Albatross is the term for three under
par and is a continuation of the birdie
and eagle theme, but is in fact a
British term. Ab Smith said his group
used the phrase 'double eagle' for
three under, which is still the term
most Americans.
Three under par is a very rare score
and an albatross is a very rare bird.
The exact origin is unclear but the
first known reference in 1929
indicates that it had been in use for
some time before then. John G
Ridland, who scored an 'albatross' in
India in 1934, theorized that it was
the introduction of steel shafted clubs
in 1920s which made this score
achievable enough to necessitate a
name for it.

Birdie :

"Birdie", meaning a score of one
stroke under Par, comes from the
early 20th century American slang

Ab Smith said that his group referred
to two under as an 'eagle'.

"Eagle", a score of two under par for
a given hole, was clearly the
extension of the theme of birds for
good scores from a "birdie". It would
be natural for American golfers to
think of the eagle, which is their
national symbol and the term seems
to have developed only shortly after
the 'birdie'.
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The first ‘albatross’ score reported as
such in the press is from South Africa
when E E Wooler scored a hole-inone in the summer of 1931 on the
18th hole of the Durban Country Club
which is a par-4. It cost £40 in drinks
but, had he known that he was
making history, he would not have
minded.

Bogey :

"Bogey" was the first stroke system,
developed in England at the end of
the 19th Century. The full history is
given in Robert Browning's History of
Golf 1955.
In 1890 Mr Hugh Rotherham
Secretary of the Coventry Golf Club
conceived the idea of standardising
the number of shots at each hole that
a good golfer should take, which he
called the 'ground score.'
Dr Browne, Secretary of the Great
Yarmouth Club, adopted the idea,
and, with the assent of the club's
golfers, this style of competition was
introduced there for use in match
play. During one competition Mr CA
Wellman (possibly Major Charles
Wellman) exclaimed to Dr Browne
that, "This player of yours is a regular
Bogey man". This was probably a
reference to the eponymous subject
of an Edwardian music hall song
"Hush! Hush! Hush! Here Comes the
Bogey Man", which was popular at
that time. So at Yarmouth and
elsewhere the ground score became
known as the bogey score.
A 'bogle' was a Scottish goblin as far
back as the 16th Century and a
Bogey-man was a widely used term
for a goblin or devil. Golfers of the
time considered they were playing a
Mister Bogey when measuring
themselves against the bogey score.
This allowed the introduction of bogey
competitions, which we would call
handicap competitions or stablefords.
On 2nd January 1892, The Field
reported that 'a novelty was
introduced in the shape of a bogey
tournament for a prize. ... Fourteen
couples started but the bogey
defeated them all.'

In 1892, Colonel Seely-Vidal, the Hon
Secretary of the United Services Club
at Gosport, also worked out the
'bogey' for his course. The United
Club was a services club and all the
members had a military rank. They
could not measure themselves
against a 'Mister' Bogey or have him
as a member, so 'he' was given the
honorary rank of Colonel. Thus the
term 'Colonel Bogey' was born.
Later, in the middle of 20th century,
bogey was used as the term of one
above par.
Coming next month : Where Did That
Come From? Part 2

Inside The Ropes

Are Those Big Smiles Or What..? James And
Harrison At The 2017 Open Final Q's

As some of you may know, as well as
being the Director of Golf here at
Ravenmeadow, I am also a PGA
professional. In now what seems a
lifetime ago, when I was younger, like
many PGA pros of my era, I had
dreams of playing golf for a living. I
worked hard at my game and had
some successes in my then county,
Surrey and PGA South Region, but
never broke through to the “Big
Time!” At the age of about 30, with a
young family, and the commitments
that brings, I decided to stop playing
competitive golf and focus on my
business and indeed family life. For
some 10 years I rarely played, but
more recently I started to play socially
again. In the back of my mind I had
an itch of unfinished business and
that dream of great things still
lingered. With my family getting older
and having their own interests it
seemed reasonable to start to explore
playing competitively again. With
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encouragement form Angela and a
few friends I decided that I would
enter some tournaments again this
year. I entered everything I was
eligible for. I thought this was the best
way to commit fully to playing again. I
had anticipated this to be County and
regional events, however, all Golf
Professionals and amateurs with a
handicap of 0 or better can enter the
qualifying series for the Open. I
decided I may as well enter this too
as our regional qualifying venue is
Little Aston, which is a really nice
course.
The early part of the season was ok,
finishing 17th in the Midland Q
school, meaning I could play in all of
the Midland Region Order Of Merit
events, with a T18 in the foremost
championship (out of 108) picking up
a small cheque. On the whole pretty
much as expected, some reasonable
golf, but I was not really match fit.
These events led to the Regional
Qualifying for The Open. I had
entered Regional Qualifying once
before, about 20 years ago, and
remember how different the event
was to our normal, relatively low key
tournaments.
The Open is, as the name would
suggest, an Open, giving the chance
for anyone (provided they fit the entry
criteria) the chance to play in the
biggest golf tournament in the world.

Practice Ground Overlooking Royal Birkdale

The qualification process, as you
would imagine is quite difficult.
You can qualify through the World
Rankings, Tour events etc, which
make up the majority of the field,
however there are spots reserved for
qualifiers through the Qualifying
Series.
It starts with Regional Qualifying at 13
venues across the UK and Ireland. As
said earlier, my local course was
Little Aston, 6813 yards, par 72,
SSS74. Here over 120 players
competed for 8 spots for Final
Qualifying.

I thought it would be a great
experience for my son Harrison and
something we could enjoy together
and he was pleased to swap school
for the golf course!
We travelled up Monday morning and
upon approaching the course it
became apparent how big the
qualifying tournament actually was.
About 3 miles out there were yellow
AA signs with directions for Final
Qualifying and parking instructions for
players and officials with different
directions for Public parking.

Final Qualifying is at 5 venues, with
72 players at each competing for 3
spots for The Open. At this stage,
there are roughly 16 players from the
Regionals with the rest of the field
made up of those players exempt into
Final Qualifying. These are players
who have a World Ranking who are
not already exempt. These players
are Challenge Tour and European
Tour players.
Having paid my entry fee of £150 I
was looking forward to my day out at
Little Aston, not expecting much but,
hoping to enjoy the day. As expected,
it was different to our normal events,
The Open logo everywhere and a few
spectators to boot. Surprisingly to me,
I played quite well on a course that
was set up to provide a real
challenge, with pins tucked away and
on some pretty smelly slopes! I shot
72, level Par, and had left a couple
out there. With only 8 spots on offer I
had a long wait to find if I would
qualify. After about 3 hours of waiting
the 8th score under par came in
meaning I had missed out, or so I
thought. I actually finished 9th, but
picked up a reserve spot.
The Final Pre-Q was on Tuesday 4th
July. On the Sunday morning I
received a call from the R & A saying
I had got in as a reserve and that my
course would be Hillside. Hillside is
on the same piece of land as Royal
Birkdale, a Links course of 7029
yards, Par 72, SSS 75. Although
excited I have to say I was more than
a little nervous.

enjoy the challenges
experiences with my son.

and

its

We had an early tee off time of 7:40
from the 1st. A fairly wet and windy
morning but ok! After getting over the
1st Tee nerves I actually played ok, a
poor bogey on the Par 5, 17th
culminating in a round of 75 (+3). On
a tough track not too bad at all.
Towards the end of our morning
round more and more spectators
were arriving at the course and the
event really started to feel like a
“proper” golf tournament. In the
afternoon I again played ok but
dropped 4 shots in the last 6 holes to
shoot 77 (+5) and +8 for the day. The
winning score being -9 and -6 getting
the last of the 3 spots.
To be honest, the score didn’t really
matter, it was a great experience
being on the other side of the ropes.
Being applauded for your efforts and
the centre of attention was a real
buzz. I enjoyed every minute of the
experience and have many memories
of spending the day behind the ropes
with my lad.

Hillside 10th Green and Approach

We played the practice round with a
couple of Challenge Tour players
from the Birmingham area who I
know, which was nice, although one
of them did say that last year, when
he played there were 7000 spectators
at the course. The thought of this
didn’t help my nerves!
The course was as expected; very
deep pot bunkers lined the fairways
and greens with knee length rough
some 10 feet from the fairway. It was
going to be a stern test.
I was resigned to the fact that my golf
was probably not up to the challenge
of this sort of course, in what was
clearly going to be the biggest event I
had ever played in but I hoped to
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That's My Boy!! Harrison Staying Calm On
The Practice Green. Also Inside The Ropes What A Great Experience!

James Leaver
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Know Your Course Answer
It's hole 3

”Thank You” From Your
Club Captain
I would just like to say a very big
“thank you” to everyone who
participated in any way on the
occasion of my Captain's Day,
whether
assisting
with
the
organisation/running of the event,
prizes/mementos, raffle donations
etc, or simply competing on the day.

Use It Or Lose It!
On 30th May 2017 your Committee
sent out communications via the
usual channels concerning the
minimum number of players required
to make a competition valid, as
follows :

Also, a big “thank you” to all the
Staff at Ravenmeadow Golf Centre
(all too often the un-sung heroes) for
their hard work and commitment in
helping to get everyone out on the
course in good order, and fed and
watered before and after.

Chris Williams – Winner – Captain's Vase

On Course Winners :
Nearest the Pin on 3rd – Ben Parsons
Longest Drive on 6th – Adrian Day
Longest Drive on 15th – Tommy
Hayes
Nearest the Pin on 16th – Roy Turner

With immediate effect, except for the
Ladies only competitions, it has been
agreed that a minimum of 10 entrants
will be required for a competition to
be valid. Any scheduled official club
competition that has 9 or less
entrants will be cancelled and any
competition fees refunded.

The message is clear – Use It Or
Lose It! - If Competitions fail to
become populated there's a very
good chance they will be removed
from the schedule due to being
untenable as they block tee times that
could otherwise be used by pay and
play visitors etc..

1st – Winner of Captain's Vase
Chris Williams (13) net 62

2nd – Tom Jenkins (10) net 62
3rd – Kieran Sherlock (12) net 64
4th Ben Parsons (12) net 64

MINIMUM NUMBERS FOR A VALID
COMPETITION

Since that date there have been 3
competitions voided due to lack of
Member
support,
Midweek
Stableford, June 15th & July 20th and
Sunday Medal Eclectic 4 of 11, July
2nd, the latter is of less concern
because the Medal clashed with
external
team
commitments.
However, the Midweek Stableford is
certainly at risk!

Winners on the day were as follows :

Beat The Pro (Adam
Nearest the Pin on 5th :
Club Captain 2017/18 Steve Baylis

As Club Captain for 2017/18 this was
my one and only chance of doing
something special for the Club, you
its Members and my chosen Charity,
Air Ambulance.
I hope you all enjoyed the day as
much as I did! We raised a grand
total of £688 for the Charity and I am
proud of what we, as a Golf Club,
managed to achieve.
The whole event was certainly special
for me and I will carry memories of
day with me for the rest of my life. If
you enjoyed yourself just half as
much as I did I will consider it a great
success.

Thank you

Barrie Hope, Steve Williams, Simeon
Chapman, Chris Williams, Ben
Parsons, Tom Jenkins, Mark Purser,
Martyn Aylieff and Duane Parsons.
A special mention to Ben Parsons,
barely fifteen years of age, who
finished with fourth place overall, won
nearest the pin and Beat The Pro.
The future of R&PPGC looks to be in
safe hands with talent like this coming
through. Also, thirty-one handicapper
Michelle George, one of four Lady
contestants playing in amongst and
against all those men and managing
to finish in sixth place and that was
only on countback after she finished
tied on net 64. Well done to you both.
Thank you once again – happy
golfing.
Steve Baylis
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Whiting)
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