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Wishing A Happy, Prosperous And Healthy New Year To All Our Readers
R&PPGC's 2017 In A (very Big) Nutshell
As we move into another new year and look forward to a new season of golfing challenges perhaps we should look back on the
last few months and review where we were, what we've achieved and where we want to be:
At the start of 2017 we were still operating very much as two separate Golf Clubs as we awaited the outcome of the proposals
by WCC and RGC regarding the future of the latter. At our AGM James Leaver set out his vision for the future and it was
announced that the core business would, quite rightly, continue as Ravenmeadow Golf Centre ad that the new Golf Club would
be run by the newly elected Committee. Your Committee together with James decided that April 1 st would mark the official
coming together of the two golfing entities to become Ravenmeadow & Perdiswell Park Golf Club and all the required changes
(competition & match schedules, notification of change of Club name etc.) were then put into place ahead of the due date and in
anticipation of a great new challenge ahead.
Stephen Baylis was elected Club Captain and threw himself headlong into the position, setting
a very high bench-mark with his professionalism, spirit and verve for moving the Club forward
whilst still managing to be approachable and almost ever-present in Competitions AND
looking after our finances as Club Treasurer.
Following a big influx of new Members over the previous twelve months the Club continued to
entice new Members with all the positive aspects of the Centre and Club; the new 18 hole
layout, great facilities, Golf Academy, comprehensive competition schedule and friendly,
family feel in and around the Centre – not to mention the very competitively priced
Membership schemes on offer. We welcomed, with open arms, those new Members and
watched as they quickly settled in to our midst with apparent ease – each brought their own
style and ability but mostly they brought their individual personalities!
As it transpired, April 1st fell on a Saturday and we kicked off our 2017/18 Season with the
appropriately named 'Season Opener' which saw a great turn-out and set the tone for future
competitive matches etc.. We added a few, less formal, 'fun' competitions into the competition schedule – some proved more
popular than others and lessons were learned.
Stephen Baylis offered a new trophy to our bulging trophy cabinet when he proposed the Baylis Pairs Cup which was contested
over the Spring and Summer months and comprised an initial league format followed by a knock-out phase for the League
winners and runners-up.
To add to the intensive competition schedule we also added a couple of unofficial challenges into the calendar with Roll-up days
on Sundays for all-comers and Tuesdays for Seniors and certainly the latter have been well populated and proved intensely
competitive as well as great fun.
…...continued over...
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The Martin Neath Memorial event once again went off very well and went a long way to
emphasise our 'family' approach to 'Golf For All'. Captain's Day and Seniors' Captain's Day
and other fund-raising events also went off successfully and all raised funds for designated
Charities.
Our most prestigious event, Club Champion (Scratch) was, once again, won in some style by
Tommy Hayes. In July Hayes was also recognised for setting a bench-mark score when he
posted a magnificent new Course Record score of gross 61 playing off his then handicap of
just 3!
Mid-season we watched in awe as some of our younger golfers set about the Course and
posted some great scores; Harrison Leaver lead the way early in the Season when he,
playing off his away handicap, played some inspired golf and duly earned himself some
pretty major handicap reductions. Also, we saw Leighton Hine come back to us following a
prolonged lay-off with an injury. Although Leighton struggled to find form at first he showed
skill and tenacity as he slowly got his golfing 'mojo' back with a decent return to form. Most
notable though must be the exploits of teenager Ben Parsons who came to us with an away
handicap, quickly started to rip into the course and tumbled his way down the handicap order
to become a single-figure handicapper. Ben's great Season was duly topped when he took
the title 'Handicap Club Champion'.
R&PPGC took to the road in several external County Competitions and friendlies and,
although failing to make a significant mark in some, managed to represent our Club with
professionalism and tireless commitment. Our first season together proved daunting as we
struggled to find the optimum combination of players and pairings to represent us and there
were some tough lessons learned with selection processes subsequently to be honed ready
for next season in the hope of proving that R&PPGC can be a force to be reckoned with.
We invested in some new equipment for the Clubhouse in the form of the Live Leaderboard
which is displayed on the big-screen television in the Bar area. Although we have experienced a few minor issues here its
addition has been welcomed and has proved to be a thoroughly entertaining as well as informative addition. This system has
also allowed us to display our innovative Virtual Honours Boards which have been modified and designed to reflect the
historical heritage of both Clubs (wherever information was available) as well as allowing
almost real-time updates as trophies are contested and won.
In November we staged our first Presentation Evening at Worcester County Cricket Club
which proved to be a great success and will have hopefully encouraged more participation in
future years as we come together annually to celebrate all those who's golfing trials and
tribulations have earned them recognition over the previous twelve month period. A brand
new award was brought into proceedings this year as the Club recognised an individual
determined to be R&PPGC's MIP (Most Improved Player).
After due deliberation the
Committee decided this award would go to a very surprised but also very humbled Kieran
Sherlock.
At the end of November James and Angie Leaver attended the Club Mirror Awards in
Doncaster and came away with Golf Club Of 2017!! More of that later – from the 'Horse's
Mouth' so to speak (see page 5).
As we moved inexorably into December we experienced our first major disruption to everyday golf here at RGC when the
Weather Gods decided to dump several inches of snow onto the Course and for the first time in 'donkey's trousers' our
Competition schedule had to be amended – most affected was our Seasonal-Fun Turkey Trot which had to be postponed
until the following week which gave Competition Organiser Geoff Edge and our Hostess-With-The-Mostess Angie Leaver a
few headaches as we all held our breath for a break in the weather in anticipation of the event being able to go ahead six
days late but still before Christmas.
As your Committee now ready themselves for the new season preparations are well underway for our next AGM to be held in
February. More on that to follow soon so keep your eyes open for important news and/or updates through all the normal
communication channels.
So, if you can forgive my ramblings above, the Committee and Management would like to wish all our Members and their
families all the very best for the New Year.
And, Happy Golfing Folks
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Know Your Club Member
So, who's this then?

January Competitions
Tue 2nd Seniors Stableford

Know Your Course
Which hole is this?

Wed 3rd Geoff Edge Cup Rnd 5 of 6
Sat 6th Texas Scramble
Sun 11th Sunday Medal Eclectic 10 of
11
Tue 9th Seniors Roll-up
Wed 10th 4 Ball Better Ball
Sat 13th Par Challenge
Sun 14th Sunday Roll-up
Answer on Page 5
Tue 16th Seniors Roll-up
Wed 17th Gruesomes Pairs
Wed 17th Ladies Stableford

Where's The B****y Off
Switch?

Sun 21st Sunday Roll-up
Tue 23rd Seniors Roll-up

It was just last month that the original
story broke and it would appear that
'Old Jonah' hasn't actually learned
anything from his failure to get to
know how his trolley works.
This
time I believe it was from the fifth tee
that the trolley made its break for
freedom and by the time Ron realised
what was happening it was heading
straight towards the greenside
bunker, some hundred and thirty or
so yards away!.

Sun 28th Hayes OOM 5 of 7

At least you continue to keep us
entertained Ron. Don't ever change
mate, we love you just the way you
are!!

Wed 1st Stableford
Geoff Edge (25) 43 points

Sat 20th Modified Stableford

My on-course Reporters informed me
that Ron Jones has once again been
exercising his right to give his electric
golf trolley a random run-out across
the Course.

Jonah, haven't you ever heard of
'once bitten twice shy' or, the adage
that 'one should learn from one's
mistakes'?

November Winners &
Results

Wed 24th Medal
Sat 27th Medal

Sun 28th Sunday Roll-up
Tue 30th Seniors Roll-up
Wed 31 Yellow Ball Team Stableford
st

Geoff Edge – Winner – Stableford

Sat 4th Winter Classic
Bob Wood (17) 42 points

Book into Competitions via the PSI
Terminal or How Did I Do website.
To enter a competition after the
closing
date or to cancel your entry please
contact :

Pro Shop
01905 757525
Bob Wood – Winner – Winter Classic
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Sun 5th Sunday Medal Eclectic 8
Joe Jackson (18) net 63

Joe Jackson – Winner – Sunday Medal
Eclectic 8 of 11

Tue 8th Seniors Par Plate
Peter Brown (16) +6

Sat 11th Winter League Rnd 1 of 7
Chris Williams (12) 39 points

Chris Williams – Winner – Winter League Rnd
1 of 7

Wed 15th Texas Scramble
Stephen Baylis, Barrie Hope &
Jamie Newton (3.8) net 57.2

Peter Brown – Winner – Seniors Par Plate

Wed 8th 4 Club Stableford Challenge
Dennis Morse (13) 36 points

Wed 22nd Medal
Malcolm Stanley (20) net 68

Malcolm Stanley – Winner – Medal

Sat 25th Winter League Rnd 2 of 7
Barrie Hope (7) 38 points

Barrie Hope – Winner – Winter League Rnd 2
of 7
(Top - bottom) – Stephen Baylis, Barrie Hope,
Jamie Newton - Winners – Texas Scramble

Wed 29th Geoff Edge Cup Rnd 3 of 6
Tom Gregory (22) 41 points

Sat 18th Medal
Mike Sanders (23) net 66

Dennis Morse – Winner – 4 Club Stableford
Challenge
Mike Sanders – Winner – Medal
4

Tom Gregory – Winner – Geoff Edge Cup Rnd
3 of 6

November Match Results
Fri 17th Kidderminster Cup (Seniors
Scratch)
R&PPGC (A) lost 3 – 1 v Moseley

services some 15,000 Clubs across
the Country and the annual awards
are to recognise the very best of
those in their given sector.

Thu 23rd Seniors Mixed (Seniors &
Ladies)
R&PPGC (H) won 4½ – 3½
v Sherdons

Following a successful few years at
Ravenmeadow
the
Club
was
nominated and made the finals list in
three categories; Turnaround Club of
the Year, Manager of the Year and
Golf Club of the Year.

Sun 26th Droitwich Shield (Scratch)
R&PPGC (A) lost 2 – 1 v
Halesowen

To be nominated for an award and to
be invited to such a great event was
an absolute honour for us!

Ravenmeadow and
Perdiswell Park Golf Club
wins “Golf Club Of The Year”

The awards ceremony was a very
grand affair hosted by the BBC’s
John Inverdale with the awards being
presented
by
various
industry
leaders.

Doncaster Race Course Stadium was
host to over 500 guests representing
100 Clubs who, after 1000’s of
nominations had been narrowed
down to the finalists in their
respective categories, participated in
the Club Mirror Awards 2017.

To be honest, we weren’t expected to
win and when we were announced as
“Golf Club Of The Year” and called
onto the stage Angela’s face was an
absolute picture! It’s not often she’s
quiet, but she was totally speechless!
(very briefly!)

The Club Mirror magazine has been
published since 1968 and prides itself
on being the “mouth piece” of the
Club Industry.
The magazine

This prestigious award recognises
excellence in a variety of areas and is
a credit to our hard working Staff and
Committee volunteers who work

Know Your Course Answer
It's hole 14

tirelessly
to
help
make
Ravenmeadow the Golf Club it is
today.

Chuffed or What?

After receiving the award John
Inverdale asked me, “In a time when
the golf industry is in decline, what
has made Ravenmeadow stand out
from the rest?” In reply I stated,
“Understanding that your biggest
asset is your Golf Course and that it
must be presented in the very best
way possible to underpin your
offering, alongside the willingness to
move with the times. We have
introduced new innovations at the
Golf Centre which perhaps in years
gone by may have been frowned
upon. Recognising that as well as
Golf being a sport you have to be
able to compete for people’s leisure
time and not just with other Golf
Courses, but all leisure offerings.”
Although we are not yet the finished
product we will continue to develop
and work hard and this award is a pat
on the back for all involved at
Ravenmeadow and we should all be
proud of what we have achieved so
far.
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