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YOUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
Happy New Year Golfers
As we move into 2019
Centre Management &
to wish all Members
Very Happy, Healthy
New Year.

the Committee,
Staff would like
and visitors A
& Prosperous

Hopefully you won't have overindulged
over the 2018 festive season and are
fighting fit to take on all that 2019 can
throw at us.
It's important that you know about the
Golf Club's upcoming AGM (date to be
announced) – watch out for more
information.
This is your chance to
have your say, elect a Committee to
take us forward for the next 12 months
and hear what your Committee has
done, on behalf of its Members, over
the last year and how we envisage
things moving forward.
Following out first pretty successful
Christmas Party as the new Club and
our New Years Party we hope to be
able to continue to offer Social events
throughout the year but that will
depend on Clubhouse availability and
YOUR support. Look out for details
throughout the year.
Last year the Committee made a
decision to move our Annual
Presentation evening from November
to June which means that we have a
very busy evening to schedule on
Saturday 15th June 2019 – PUT THAT
IN YOUR DIARIES FOLKS!! With 17
months worth of awards, November
2017 – March 2019, to dish out which

will include, for the first time,
presentation of Runners-Up keepsakes
for all 'Honours Boards' events, we are
going to have a pretty packed evening
at Worcester County Cricket Club!!
With our golfing season running from
1st April each year we believe this rescheduling makes perfect sense and
seems to be what our Members would
prefer.
Even though R&PPGC already had a
Competition schedule that most other
Golf Clubs would be envious of, we
actually added
one or two extra
events last year; Geoff Nunney Cup,
Foursomes Shield, Seniors Par Plate,
Williams Challenge Cup, Geoff Edge
Pairs & Gillian Berry Ladies Pairs. But,
not content with filling every available
Competition day with great events, we
have now added yet another trophy to
our impressive cabinet, the rather
cutely named Denny Cup, sponsored
by 2018 Club Captain Stephen Griffiths
in memory of his Sister who sadly
passed late in 2018.
Unfortunately, the Williams Challenge
Cup will not be continuing as we just
don't have sufficient available slots in
our schedule to be able to do the
multiple-round/multiple
format
competition justice. Thanks to Chris
Williams and Shadow Cleaning for
their support with this one last year.
Following an expensive new Course
treatment regime implemented last
year we hope to reap the rewards in
the coming months as the condition of
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ISSUE 34
the course continues to strengthen and
improve. These treatment regimes
don't
tend
to
show
benefits
immediately but given half a chance
and with the climate and weather
behind us we are keeping fingers
crossed for the future.
The Committee continue to explore our
Competition diary with a view to
offering even more tantalising golf
moving forward. We are continually
reviewing how we can get the most of
our available Competition days; there
are talks of perhaps reducing the
number of rounds in some of our
League based events to encourage
more players, who may have other
commitments, to enter the shorter,
more time manageable multi-round
competition – we are constantly
listening to our Members thoughts and
comments with a view to 'tweaking'
how we manage Start Times and first
tee timing/ruling eccentricities. Our
aim is always to make competitive golf
accessible to as many Members as
possible but to facilitate every
individual wish and/or suggestion is
pretty-much impossible but we will do
our utmost to tie everything down to
accommodate the many rather than
the few. Please bare with us if we
continue to make minor changes in
order to streamline things.
All that's left to say is – have a great
golfing year. Take care out there but
please enjoy yourselves whether you
are an active competitive Member or
simply a social golfer.

Know Your Course
Which hole is this?

Tue 6th Geoff Edge Cup Rnd 2 of 4
Don Watt (18) 42 points

Sat 17th Medal
Ed Nicklin (15) net 61

Wed 7th Stableford
Stephen Griffiths (16) 37 points

Ed Nicklin – Winner – Medal

Answer on Page 5

November Winners & Results
Sat 3rd Winter Classic
Tommy Hayes (3) 42 pts

Stephen Griffiths – Winner – Stableford

Wed 21st Medal
Dave Phillips (13) net 66

Sat 10th Winter League Rnd 1 of 7
Stephen Baylis (5) 42 pts

Dave Phillips – Winner – Medal

Tommy Hayes – Winner – Winter Classic

Stephen Baylis – Winner – Winter League
Rnd 1 of 7

Sun 4th Sunday Medal Eclectic 8 of
11
Ade Day (6) net 67

Wed 14th Texas Scramble
Stephen Griffiths, John Griffiths &
Joe Jackson (6.5) net 56.5

(l-r) John Griffiths, Joe Jackson & Stephen
Griffiths – Winners – Texas Scramble
Ade Day – Winner – Sunday Medal Eclectic 8
of 11
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Sat 24th Winter League Rnd 2 of 7
Stephen Griffiths (16) 41 points

Stephen Griffiths – Winner – Winter League 1
of 7

Wed 28th Geoff Nunney Cup Rnd 3 of
6
Bill Kelly (20) 41 points

To enter a competition after the
closing date or to cancel your entry
please contact :

From 1st Jan 2019, when taking relief
golfers will now drop from knee height
– no longer shoulder height.

Pro Shop
01905 757525
New Rules Of Golf 2019
Golf's
governing
bodies
have
revealed the new rules coming into
play from 1st January 2019; below is
a (partial) article extracted from Golf
Monthly on-line magazine :
Bill Kelly – Winner – Geoff Nunney Cup Rnd 3
of 6

New Golf Rules 2019: All You Need
To Know

January Competitions
Wed 2nd Geoff Nunney Cup Rnd 5 of
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Drops will have to be taken from knee height

(If a ball is dropped from above
knee height it must be re-dropped
from the correct height although
there is no penalty for the original
incorrect drop!)
------

th

Sat 5 Four Ball Better Ball

Golfers can take the appropriate one
or two club length relief using the
longest club in their bag, barring the
putter.
------

th

Sun 6 Sunday Medal Eclectic 10 of
11
Tue 8th Seniors Medal
th

Wed 9 Four Ball Better Ball
Sat 12th Texas Scramble
Tue 15th Seniors Roll-Up
th

Wed 16 Texas Scramble
Wed 16th Ladies Stableford (9holes)
Sat19th Denny Cup (New for 2019)
Tue 22nd Seniors Roll-Up
Wed 23rd Medal
th

Sat 26 Medal
Tue 29th Seniors Roll-Up
Wed 30th Stableford
Book into Competitions via the PSI
Terminal or How Did I Do website.

The R&A and USGA have revealed
the new golf rules to be implemented
on 1st January 2019 and there are
some huge changes set to come into
play.
Golf’s two governing bodies revealed
proposals for changes to come into
place last year but these new
finalised rules are slightly different –
that’s because there’s been ‘an
extensive review that included a
request for feedback from the global
golf community on the proposed
changes’
The changes have been brought in to
modernise the game. There have
been four major changes to the
proposals they brought out last year.
Note : Bold coloured text denotes
additional
notes
by
your
Newsletter Editor for clarity)
-----The first change is the dropping
procedure :
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There will no longer be a penalty for
double-hitting a shot. Golfers will
simply count the single stroke they
took to strike the ball, rather than
counting two shots for hitting the ball
twice.
------

The Out of Bounds rule is set to
undergo huge changes in a bid to
speed up play. From 1st Jan 2019,
golf clubs will be allowed to install
a local rule that golfers can drop a
new ball in the vicinity of where their
ball has gone out of bounds, with a
two stroke penalty. So no more
walking back to the tee – if the
course you’re playing installs this

new local rule. This is only for club
level, it doesn’t cover professional or
elite level competitions.
However, R&PPGC Committee has
decided (unanimously) that we will
not
be
adopting
this
new
procedure as outlined above!! The
previous Rule for Out Of Bounds
will continue to used!
------

As well as that, golfers can move
loose impediments in bunkers and
will not be penalised for generally
grounding their club away from their
ball.
You still cannot ground your club
when playing a bunker shot. An
unplayable lie in a bunker may be
taken with a drop outside the bunker
with a two stroke penalty.
------

There will be no penalty for
accidentally moving your ball on the
putting green or when looking for it. A
player is not responsible for causing a
ball to move unless it is “virtually
certain” that they did.

Player integrity will be relied on to the
point where a player’s “reasonable
judgement” will be trusted on things
like estimating/measuring a spot,
point, line, area or distance.

------

------

The flagstick no longer has to be
attended or removed when putting
and there will be no penalty if a golfer
hits an unattended flagstick in the
hole. Once the player has stated
his preference, his decision cannot
be changed once the stroke has
been made.

Golfers will be allowed only 3 minutes
to search for a strayed golf ball.

-----Golfers will be allowed to repair spike
marks as well as other damage on
the putting green. There is also no
penalty for merely touching the line of
a putt.
-----Golfers can now touch the ground
with their club in a hazard and can
move loose impediments in a hazard
without penalty.

The terms “Yellow and Red Water
Hazards” will no longer be used –
revised to become Red and Yellow
“Penalty Areas” - Revised term to
reflect the expanded authority to
be given to Committees to mark
additional types of areas (not
containing water) to have the same
status as today’s red or yellow
marked water hazards. Examples
include jungles, lava-rock fields,
deserts, etc.
The term “Through The Green” will
be changed to “General Playing
Area” - Revised to eliminate the
confusion about what the words
“through” and “the green” mean in
this term, as many golfers believe this
term refers to a ball that has carried
over and through the putting green.
The term “general area” is intended to
convey that it covers the entire area
of the course with the exception of
four specific areas (teeing area,
penalty areas, bunkers and putting
green).
For
all
the
details
visit:
www.randa.org. Or, pick up the new
Rules Booklet from the Clubhouse &
Pro Shop - FREE

The time you can search for a strayed golf ball
has been reduced to 3 minutes

-----Golf’s governing bodies are also
encouraging ready golf (already
implemented at R&PPGC) in stroke
play (not Matchplay where an
advantage can be gained) and
recommend golfers take no longer
than 40 seconds over a shot.
(Ready Golf - This means the
golfer who is ready to hit can do so
even though they may not be
farthest away from the hole, if it is
safe to do so.)

Loose impediments in hazards and bunkers
may be moved

couple of oft-used 'golfing terms”
that will change thus :

-----Probably of lesser interest to us
handicap golfers, there will be a
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Know Your Club Member
So, who's this then?

Take Care On The Course

Know Your Course Answer
It's hole 2

Hi Golfers
Please read the following courtesy
note regarding Safety on the Golf
Course particularly over the Winter
period :
Please be aware that even though
the Golf Course is open for most of
the Winter months, this does not
mean that it is actually safe to be out
there! By this we mean that the wet,
muddy and often icy conditions bring
extra problems for Golfers particularly
around the teeing areas, mounds and
slopes around the greens and all
bridges and pathways.
Extra care should be taken when
entering and leaving the teeing areas
as the slopes can be extremely
hazardous; chose your point of entry
and exit with care, even if it means
taking a few extra, much safer, steps
rather than risking falling foul of the
tricky conditions on the slopes.

Befuddled Editor Struggles With His Dates......
It was a case of 'If at first you don't
succeed, try, try and try again!!'
I think I got there eventually!

The same applies around the greens
where the banks and run-off areas
etc. may be slippery and difficult to
navigate. Again, tread carefully and
be mindful of the subtle contours that
can easily catch you out.
Bridges and pathways around the
course should also be approached
and used with extra diligence to avoid
accidents. The wooden areas on
bridges
can
be
particularly
treacherous so please take care to
walk on the ‘carpeted’ areas for your
own safety.
It is also worth mentioning that in
order to minimise damage around the
surrounds of the greens, it would be
sensible and practical to walk and
take trolleys around the outside of
greenside bunkers etc. rather than
through the short-mown areas
immediately around the greens. This
will not only minimise danger to
yourselves by avoiding some of the
sloping areas but it will also help keep
these areas in better condition
throughout the Winter and into
Spring.

.....But There Were Positives!
Although mistakes were made (noone died though!) I was greatly
encouraged in the knowledge that so
many Members actually bother to
read what I send out.
Following the publishing of the
summary text for the Xmas Turkey
Trot competition in December many
readers felt obliged to comment on
your Editor's seeming inability to get
his
dates
right
when
Club
communications were sent out
incorrectly calendarised.
Thanks y'all – I was having a bad day
is all!! It seemed that every time I
started doing something I was
interrupted for one reason or another
and then simply forgot to make
changes to Copy & Paste text and/or
drop-down menu selections. And so
it continued! On and on!!
It just proves that (some) men really
can't multi-task!
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Hopefully, I at least made a few of
you smile along the way while I was
tearing my hair out in frustration and
feeling just a little bit stupid! Lol

MUST TRY HARDER EH!

Turkey Trot - 11th December 2018
Our 2018 Xmas Turkey Trot went well again on December 11 th, albeit with somewhat disappointingly low numbers attending
the après-golf meal. Quite why our numbers were down this year we don't really know! This is a once a year festive gettogether for the whole Club and is the only Competition we run throughput the entire year when the entire Competition entry
fees make up the eventual prize pot. Further, the essence of the day is to have a seasonal, social get-together which just
happens to include a competitive game of golf!
Due to the lack of 'younger' Members (we know it's difficult with work commitments etc.) the attendant party-goes were left
looking like they were on a junket from a retirement home. But that's OK, no probs.
The Competition was a simple
Stableford format with M&S
vouchers awarded to the winner
and runner-up in each of 4
Handicap Divisions (up to 15, 16
to 20, 21 to 25 & 26 and over).
The Divisional boundaries were
set to facilitate roughly equal
numbers of players in each.
Cards and scores were checked
as they were returned to allow the
Competition to be closed once all
players were in and results were
as follows : Div.1 -1st Roger
Savage (14) 39 points, 2nd Ed
Nicklin (14) 38 points / Div. 2 1st Tony Cooper (19) 39 points,
2nd Phil Lane (16) 36 points / Div.
3 - 1st Tony Solomon (23) 37
points, 2nd Andy Wood (21) 35
points / Div. 4 - 1st Roger
Richardson (30) 33 points, 2nd
Martyn Aylieff (29) 30 points. For
information only, without the
divisions the overall winners
podium would have been thus :
1st Tony Cooper (19) 39 points,
2nd Roger Savage (14) 39 points, 3rd Ed Nicklin (14) 38 points, 4th Tony Solomon (23) 37 points.
Big thanks to our Hostess with the most-ess Angie Leaver, Chef Matt Hake and Bar/Waitress Char Jones for all their hard
work and producing and serving another great value-for-money roast Christmas Dinner.
Once again our organiser (Sir) Geoffrey (of the) Edge had the unenviable task of arranging and running this annual event and
once again there were a few issues with who wanted to attend the meal and who didn't, payment delays etc.! As it happens,
a decision was made prior to the running of this competition that in future the Competition entry fee will be an inclusive price
(entry fee + meal) only. The Turkey Trot will appear in our Comp. Schedule but booking will only be possible through the Pro
Shop with full payment at the time of booking!! This will smooth out the operational quirks we had and better facilitate prepurchase of the requisite prize vouchers and food ordering (also, see note below). To that end, next year, on guidance and
advice from Golf Centre Management, we will be 'selling' this event as 'Turkey Trot – Christmas Dinner including a pre-meal
qualifying competition”!!! That said, this year's Turkey Trot went off very well and everyone seemed to enjoy the competition
and their roast turkey dinner, dessert, mince pie & coffee/tea.
.
Well done to all the winners on the day and thanks again to all involved in making our famous Turkey Trot run (or should that
be trot?) so smoothly.
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Terry's Net 57 Beananza

RGC Chef's Birdie Woes

During November, Terry Green
carded a stunning net 57 whilst
playing a social game of golf.

It was just approaching Christmas
when Club Chef Matt Hake went out
to have a friendly 'knock' but on the
17th hole his festive frollicks turned to
woes when he hit an 8 iron approach
to the green.

Playing off 25 Hcp. the placid Terry,
who doesn't normally keep his own
score when playing socially, walked
off the 18th green leaving playing
'chums' Alvin Patten and Peter Brown
to finalise the scores.
Quickest with the sums was Alvin
who shouted out “Terry Green, hang
your head in shame – NET 57!!”
As per normal, Terry hadn't got a clue
as to just how good his round had
been and commented, “I knew I had
played OK but, not that OK!!”
Although playing off yellow tees, this
was still a great knock and a couple
of weeks later, after playing in the
Turkey
Trot,
Tony
Cooper
approached Terry and presented him
with a very large Christmas Cracker
which Terry duly unwrapped to find
this 'trophy'.

Talk about luck!! Well one of our
great British birds wasn't so lucky as
Matt's high flying ball hit a Robin in
mid-air (what's the chances of that!).
The seasonally lauded beauty
plummeted from the sky as Matt's ball
hit the 'bull's eye', or should that be
the 'red breast'?

I'm not sure what happened to the
ball but Matt sadly commented that
the poor Robin was totally obliterated
by the unseen exocet-like object and
well beyond any hope of recovery.
Sadly, just when we expect to see
more of these beautiful wild birds
there was a lonely Mrs.Robin who
had to spend Christmas home alone.
Sad, but true!!

Competition Set-Up – HDID
etc.
Apologies if there have been a few
minor glitches with information
appearing on How Did I Do recently.

Nice thought Tony – well done Terry.
And, if anyone from the Handicap
Committee is reading this.......no
more clues!

Due
to
a
re-distribution
of
responsibilities which involves new
'hands' doing old tasks there have
been a few key input fields within the
software
that
have
proved
troublesome at times.
As those
concerned continue on the 'learning
curve' to perfection their may still be
a few 'wobbles' along the way.
I'm confident we will get back to a
normal service imminently but in the
meantime, if anyone notices anything
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amiss with information / set up of
competitions, booking in, etc., on
HDID please don't hesitate to contact
a Committee Member (preferably
Geoff Edge or Peter Brown) so that
errors can be corrected in good time.

Thank You To All At RGC
So, as another year comes to an end
I think we should all acknowledge the
Staff at RGC for looking after us
golfers for tending to all our needs
both on and off the course.
We all know the the expectations of
most golfers are pretty high but I think
Angie and her Staff of Matt, Jake,
Char and Daisy have done us proud
again in and around the Clubhouse.
Adam, Rich and James have tried to
accommodate all of our needs in the
Pro Shop, sometimes over and above
what should be expected of them.
And remember, just because you
can't find exactly what you are
looking for in the Shop, if you have a
particular need or preference please
don't shy away from asking the guys
to find and supply almost anything
golfing.
Out on the course Tommy and Rob
have continued to work incredibly
hard to maintain our golf course
during some very trying times, what
with the prolonged hot, dry Summer
followed by a pretty wet and dismal
Autumn and early Winter they always
manage to present us with a playable
course no matter what the weather
Gods throw at them.
James has made many positive
changes around the place, including
a new and very costly greens
treatment regime, provision of the
Jungle Safari Golf feature which has
already attracted hundreds of new
faces, and many more less obvious
additions/changes.
All-in-all the whole team here at RGM
continue their quest to provide us with
some great facilities at a very
competitive rate – and for that alone
we should be grateful and thankful!!
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