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Another Prestigious National Award For RGC
An audience of some 600 (we didn't
actually
count
them!)
or
so
representatives
from
National
(Sporting and Social) Clubs applauded
the Leavers' entourage onto the stage
to the sounds of 'Bills' by LunchMoney
Lewis (I think Angie would've preferred
Queen's 'We Are The Champions'!).
The (now) 'Famous Four of Team
Leaver (James & Angie) plus Peter
Brown (representing your Committee)
and his 'other half' Christine were
presented with the award by Dan
Cracknell of Club Insure.

Hostess With The Mostess' Angie on
another great achievement.

Interview Time
Just as the above photo was being
taken I'm sure I heard someone say,
“Who's that man with James Leaver?
Oh, it's John Inverdale!!”

Know Your Course
The 2019 Club Mirror Awards held at
Doncaster
Racecourse
on
28th
November saw James and Angela
Leaver pick up another award; this
time it was the 2019 Business Initiative
Award.
Competition was fierce with RGC
coming up against some much larger
Club 'organisations' but obviously the
numbers added up well and the 'secret
shopper' must have reported back
positively.
Or, to put it another,
perhaps more apt, way 'the Leavers
teed off well, reached the green in
under-regulation
and
holed-out
positively for a well deserved win to
clinch the Trophy and the Title!'

Which hole is this?

Photo Shoot Time
M.C. for the evening John Inverdale,
having learned his lesson at the 2017
Awards, politely side-stepped an
ebullient and (can you believe it?)
vocal Angie saying “Which member of
Abba wants to talk to us?” and chose
to ask James to proffer a few words
about exactly what his winning
Initiative had been.
Congratulations to 'The Boss' & 'The
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Answer on Page 8

Preferred Lies / Winter Rules
With the early on-set of what would
normally be a January/February
thorough soaking of the Golf Course
resulting in unseasonally poor
conditions
many Members have
asked if we should be playing
Qualifying Competitions at all.
Further to that, many have requested
that we extend the 'Winter Rules' 'Lift
Clean...etc.' to include semi-rough
and rough.
At the December Committee Meeting
the issues were discussed as
requested, the outcome was that no
change should be made to the
qualifying status of Competitions and
no change can be made to the
'Winter Rules' currently in play.
Please read the excerpt from the
CONGU Manual for explanation as to
why we continue to play qualifiers
and why we cannot extend the area
applicable for 'Lift, Clean...' :

the fairway in the general area is not
recommended as it may result in a
player receiving free relief from areas
where a ball might otherwise be
unplayable (such as in areas of
bushes or trees).

Wed 6th Stableford
Mike Williams (18) 38 pts

Of course the above is just a small
part of the whole explanation but
more than adequate to get the point
across.
Many have argued for and against
such issues to be tackled by The
Committee and we hope the
information given above clarifies the
situation and puts these questions
firmly 'to bed'.

November Winners &
Results

Mike Williams – Winner – Stableford

Sat 9th Williams Challenge Cup
Tommy Hayes (2) & Harrison
Leaver (2) 43 pts

Sun 3rd Sunday Medal Eclectic 3 of
10
Mark Keeling (10) net 62

15. PREFERRED LIES
The adoption of preferred lies, can
allow Qualifying Competitions to be
conducted under acceptable playing
conditions. Clubs should, whenever
practicable, play competitions as
Qualifying Competitions during the
preferred lie period. Reference
should be made to Decisions 1(a)
and 1(b) that have been formulated
to promote and encourage Qualifying
Competitions in the preferred lie
period. When the club determines
that
conditions
warrant
the
implementation of preferred lies
within the preferred lie period, refer to
Model Local Rule E-3 of the
Committee Procedures.

(l to r) Tommy Hayes & Harrison Leaver –
Winners – Williams Challenge Cup

Sun 10th Baylis Pairs Final
Chris Derrick & John Chaffe won
5&4 v Malcolm Dainty & Chris Luff
Wed 13th Texas Scramble
Mark Keeling – Winner – Sunday Medal
Eclectic 3 of 10

Tue 5th Geoff Edge Cup Round 2 of 4
John Wilkinson (15) 39 pts

When
such
conditions
are
widespread on the course, the
Committee can choose to adopt a
Local Rule for “preferred lies” (also
known as “winter rules”) to allow fair
play or help protect the fairway. Such
a Local Rule should be withdrawn as
soon
as
conditions
allow.
The use of this Local Rule outside

Pat O'Mahony, Pierino Zitola &
Alvin Patten (10.3) net 55.7

John Wilkinson – Winner – Geoff Edge Cup 2
of 4
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(top - bottom) Pat O'Mahony, Pierino Zitola &
Alvin Patten - Winners – Texas Scramble

Sat 16th Founders Cup
Stephen Baylis (6) net 65

Stephen Baylis – Winner – Founders Cup

Sat 16th
Presidents Claret Jug
(Eclectic)
Norman Vernalls net 50

Wed 20th Medal
Mick Huggins (18) net 67

Wed 27th Geoff Nunney Cup Round 3
of 6
Pierino Zitola (10) 41 points

Mick Huggins – Winner – Medal

Wed 20th Ladies Winter League (9
holes) Round 1 of 3
Val Williams (37) 7 points

Pierino Zitola – Winner – Geoff Nunney Cup
Rnd 3 of 6

Sat 30th Winter League Rnd 2 of 6
Ed Nicklin (12) 37 points

Val Williams – Winner – Ladies Winter League
Round 1 of 3
Norman Vernalls – Winner – Presidents Claret
Jug

Sun 17th Sunday Medal Eclectic 4 of
10
Jared Langham (17) net 66

Sat 23rd Winter League Rnd 1 of 6
Adrian Tinker (13) 36 points

Ed Nicklin – Winner – Winter League Rnd 2 of
6

November Match Results
10th Kidderminster Cup
R&PPGC Seniors (H) won 2 – 1 v
Droitwich
(R&PPGC were drawn at home
versus Kings Norton in Round 2 –
date of Match 22nd December. Result
next month)
24th Droitwich Shield
R&PPGC (A) lost 2 – 1 v Bransford

Jared Langham – Winner – Sunday Medal
Eclectic 4 of 10

Adrian Tinker – Winner – Winter League Rnd 1
of 6

3

Temporary Greens
RGC Management have requested
that we ask golfers NOT to move
flags that have been put on
temporary greens back onto the main
greens.
There is always a very good reason
why holes are moved to temporary
greens and NO golfer has the right to
make any adjustment to the layout of
the
Golf
Course
under
any
circumstances.
Management
will
only
bring
temporary greens into play under the
most arduous of prevailing conditions,
whether that be to allow important
work on the greens in question or, as
currently, greens that are suffering
badly or even damaged by the ongoing dismal weather.
The danger is that if the damaged
greens are not allowed to recover
fully more long-term damage will be
caused leading to poor conditions
later in the season when we all
expect things to be as near perfect as
possible.
Please be aware that, unfortunately,
Hole 6 may have to be on a
temporary green for the remainder of
the winter months due to underlying
damage which may not be apparent
to golfers. However, if recovery is
facilitated and full there is a chance
that Management will bring the main
green back into play earlier.
Please respect our Golf Course and
any seasonal changes that are forced
upon us.
Thank You The Committee (on behalf
of RGC Management)

Wed 8th Geoff Nunney Cup Rnd 5 of
6
Sat 11th Texas Scramble
Tue 14th Seniors Roll-Up

Sat 4th Winter Classic
Sun 5th Sunday Medal Eclectic 7 of
10
Tue 7th Seniors Medal

A full Fixture List will be emailed to
Members as soon as we are sure the
schedule is complete and correct.

Wed 15th Texas Scramble
Wed 18th Ladies Winter League Rnd
2 of 3 (9 Holes)
Sat 18th Denny Cup

Golf Clubs In Unusual Places
Or
It's Beginning To Look A Lot
Like Christmas!

Sun 19th Sunday Medal Eclectic 8 of
10
Tue 21st Seniors Roll-Up
Wed 22nd Medal
Sat 25th Medal
Tue 28th Seniors Roll-Up
Wed 29th 4 Ball Better Ball
Please be aware that with the thus
far and current Winter weather
conditions and resultant Course
conditions etc. The Committee
may be forced to postpone / reschedule or cancel competitions
without notice during the Winter
months. Please make sure you
keep yourself up-to-date with any
late changes that ensue. Thank
you.
Book into Competitions via the PSI
Terminal or How Did I Do website.
To enter a competition after the
closing
date or to cancel your entry please
contact :

Pro Shop
January Competitions

so please make sure you are
completely up to date as the year
unfolds.

01905 757525
For information only at this point the
2020/21 Fixtures are now showing in
the Events Diary on our main
website. At the time of writing these
Fixtures are understood to be correct
but are still subject to slight alteration
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Not a good game then...!

AGM News
As you should be aware by now, we
have our Club's AGM coming up on
Saturday 29th February 2020 at
3.00pm.
A Committee Nomination form was
placed in the Pro-Shop during
December for Members to apply for,
propose/nominate & second potential
Committee roles. The nomination
form will be available up until 22 nd
February at which point we will
commence an Absentee Voting
system for those Members who wish
to vote but will not be attending the
AGM.
More information on how to vote as
an absentee will be issued to all
Members
who
have
currently
provided
email
addresses
for
inclusion in our Club Systems
database; a Club email will be sent
out to all available addresses.

Absentee Voting will be by way of the
How Did I Do application in a similar
way to booking into a competition
using your personal account. We will
not be offering the PSI screen as a
means of Absentee Voting as this is
open to misuse!
Absentee Voting will close on 28th
February. A Member can only vote
once in each contested Committee
role area. If you have voted as an
Absentee but then attend the AGM
you will be required to confirm, on the
Attendee register, that you have
already voted by ticking the Absentee
Vote Cast box when you sign in. You
will not be allowed to vote again at
the AGM.

2019 Turkey Trot
The 2019 festive inclusive Golf & Meal event went off extremely well despite
some pretty uncomfortable conditions out on the Golf Course.
The decision to designate the event 'inclusive' didn't detract from participation; in
fact, we had more attendees this year than last!! And, we had a few new faces in
the mix too which was most welcome.
The Christmas dinner was lovely and plentiful, service was excellent, banter
wasn't bad, and all-in-all organiser Geoff Edge provided us with another great
Social day.
Such was the success, we will be offering the same sort of inclusive 'package' in
December 2020.
The following photo's give just a flavour of the day.

Please note that there are two
Committee roles, Club Captain and
Immediate Club Captain that will not
be included in any vote as per our
Club Constitution – more explanation
will be given in the emailed details.

Know Your Club Member
So who's this then?
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A Different Perspective
Required Maybe?
At a time when many local Golf
Courses are closed due to the early
on-set of wintery conditions, we
generally have a Course that remains
open throughout most of the year.
We go out there and we play our golf,
both social and competitive, and
many then 'discuss' conditions.
Just imagine what it must feel like
from the perspective of our intrepid
Green Keepers!!
They work all Spring & Summer to
get things 'just so' for everyone,
fairway definition, well presented,
great greens etc. etc. and then, within
just a couple of short weeks it all
changes and through no fault of
anyone!!
Imagine how they must feel to see
their great work effectively wiped out
in a few days!
It will recover though and I'm sure we
will have great conditions next year.

Slow Play and Etiquette
Nobody likes or wants SLOW PLAY!!
'READY GOLF' should help matters
and all players should adopt the
'Ready Golf' initiative (except in
Matchplay).
R&A cannot regulate for all players
and conditions but they do stress the
following ETIQUETTE (shown here in
part only):
PACE OF PLAY MANUAL
Section 4. Player Behaviour
“ 4.3 Being aware of Position On The
Course :
The basic advice in this regard is that
if a group keeps up with the group in
front, the players in that group will
rarely be accused of slow play.
Players should always be looking
forward to ensure that they are
maintaining a good position in
relation to the group in front, for
example, making sure that they do

not have an empty par 4 hole in
between them.
If ground has been lost on the group
in front, then all of the players in the
group should take responsibility for
making up that ground as quickly as
possible. It is inevitable that there will
be holes that take longer to play than
would normally be the case, either
due to bad play or some other delay,
but the key is for the all the players in
that group to ensure that the group
gets back into position promptly.
4.4 Allowing Faster Groups To Play
Through :
If a group cannot keep its position on
the course for whatever reason, and
is delaying the group behind, then it
should invite the group behind to play
through so that group can play at the
pace it is capable of.
Inviting a group behind to play
through means that it will take longer
for the group doing the calling
through to complete the round. This
is due to having to wait for the
“playing through” group to get out of
range
before
continuing
play.
However, while the round time may
be slightly increased, it is likely that
the “inviting“ group will enjoy its game
more without being constantly
pressurised by the group behind, and
the group that has been allowed to
play through will have had their
enjoyment enhanced.
Sometimes, if a number of groups on
the course are playing slowly, playing
through does not always achieve its
objective, but it remains good
etiquette.”
Tempers flare, communication breaks
down, reputations may be damaged
(and enhanced by considerate play!).
In most cases where a gap has
developed in front players just need
to be sensible and understanding.
Yes, if the group behind yours is still
a good distance behind you may get
away with carrying on for a little
longer. BUT, if the group behind is
continuously waiting on the tee with
you then something needs to be
done!! It probably won't make too
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much difference to a slow group but it
will certainly make a BIG difference to
any 'backed-up' group(s).
Further to the above, since 1st
January 2019, the time allowed to
search for a lost ball was reduced to
3 minutes. If a ball is not found within
the 3 minutes period it is deemed
'LOST' and the player should
continue play under 'Stroke &
Distance Penalty'. Again, we request
that players use some common
sense and 'call the group behind
through' if that group is ready to play.
None of the above is 'rocket science'
folks, it's just simple etiquette and
very good form.
And remember, 'Ready Golf' includes
using a bit of common sense – teeing
off order doesn't strictly need to be
adhered to – if there are 'big hitters' in
your group why not let the shorter
hitters tee off first when the gap is
long enough to be safe.
We all have different capabilities out
on the Golf Course but we are all
blessed with common sense and the
ability to see and do things fairly
within those capabilities.
Don't make enemies out there – look
and think – be aware of what's in
front and behind you - then decide but above all please be considerate!
Thank You – The Committee

Club Xmas Party
We had another great night at the
Club on December 14th when we (well
65 actually) got together to have a
few hours of festive fun and frolics.
Thanks to everyone who came along
to help make it a successful evening
and let's do it all again in 2020!
If anyone has any ideas for social
events for 2020 please contact Peter
Brown using any of the usual
communication methods.
I don't
promise anything but will at least
listen and consider.

Charity Begins at Home Ravenmeadow
Our kindly Ladies once again came together to donate Christmas gifts for their chosen (local) charity, Worcester City
Inpatient Unit (Timberdine).
Not content with simply donating their gifts the Ladies arranged a (dressed for the occasion) wrapping day in the Clubhouse,
carefully labeling each gift assigned to a Lady, a Gentleman or a Carer.
All the gifts were donated by our Women's Section (suggest the appeal should be opened up to be across the Golf Club in
future!).

Although many were involved,special mention must go to Sonia Wigley who got the whole thing off the ground and has
continued to work hard for the charity this year and will also be handing over cheques totalling £140 equating to monies
raised on Ladies Charity Day, an 'open to all' event. (See follow-up news later)
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It's Just Puppy Love Really!
Adam Whiting's new puppy Springer
Spaniel, Scrumpy, really misses his
Ma & Da when they go off to work.
No matter how many 'puppy eyed'
“pleases” he makes, it just doesn't
happen!
So Scrumpy decided to have a bit of
Christmas fun at his own 'Make A
Statement' party!
The result :
Oh dear. That's not
good
Scrumpy.
Never mind, Ma and
Da will put it all right again!

Woof! Oooops! Woof! Sorry! Woof!

Know Your Course Answer
It's Hole 5

Early, Early!! You've Got It
Early!!
Readers, you are receiving your
January Newsletter quite early this
month. The Editor thought you might
like some easy reading for the
Christmas period – NOT!
Actually, by early release the Editor
can actually sit back and relax for a
few days over the festive period.
Normal service will be resumed for
February's edition.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Members, in fact all readers, for
your
continued
support
and
encouragement in the matter of this
Newsletter and hope you are still
enjoying your regular Club updates,
news, golfing tips and hints and other
tidbits.
Happy New Year to you all.
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Our Charity Christmas Elves At Work
Soon after literally 'wrapping things up' Sonia Wigley and Sue Price sleighed their merry way over to the Timberdine Unit to
deliver their offering and cheques.
Here they are with members of Staff after handing over the 'goodies'.

Along with the donated gifts Sonia and Sue handed over cheques for £102 and £38 raised by competition entry fees and
other donations when the Club contested our Ladies (Mixed) Charity Shield.
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